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The Paranoid Style in Americen Politics

execrations on all Protestentism. The Catholics in the Uniced
States receive from abroad more than $:200,000 annually for the
propagation of their creed. Add to this the vast revenue collecred
here. ..

Finally, this from 2 sermon preached in Massachusetts in
1798:

Secret and systematic mesns have been adopted and pursued,
with zeal and activity, by wicked and artful men, in foreign
countries, to undermine the foundations of this Religion [Chris-
tianity], and to overthrow jts Altars, and thus to deprive the
world of its benign influence on society. . . . These impious
conspirators and philosophists have completely effected their
purposes in 2 large portion of Europe, and boast of their means
of accomplishing their plans in all pares of Christendom, glory
in the certainty of their success, and set opposition at defi-
ance. ..t

These quotations, taken from intervals of half a century,
give the keynote of the style of thought. In the history of the
United States one finds it, for example, in the anti-Masonic
movement, the nativist and ant-Catholic movement, in cer-
tain spokesmen for abolitionism who regarded the United
States as being in the grip of a slaveholders’ conspiracy, in
many writers alarmed by Mormonism, in some Greenback
and Populist writers who constructed a great conspiracy of
international bankers, in the exposure of 2 munitions makers’
conspiracy of the First World War, in the popular left-wing
press, in the contemporary American right wing, and on both
sides of the race controversy today, among White Citizens
Councils and Black Muslims. I do not propose to try to trace
the variations of the parancid style that can be found in all

8 Quowed by Sister Paul of the Cross McGrath: Political Nativiem ix
Texas, 1825-1880 (Washingron, 1930), Pp. 114~15, from Texas Stare
Timtes, September 15, 1855,

® Jedidiah Morse: A4 gamm Preacbed at Cherlestorn, November
29, 1798 . . . (Worcester, Mass, 1799), Pp. z0-1.
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Paxr 1: Studies in the American Right
these movements, bat will confine myself to 2 few leading

episodes in our past history in which the style emerged in full
and archetypal splendor.

II

A surrasLe PoINT of departure is the panic that broke ont
in some quarters at the end of the eighteenth century over the
allegedly subversive activities of the Bavarian lluminati, This
panic, which came with the general Western reaction to the
French Revolution, was heightened here by the response of
certain reactionaries, mostly m New England and among the
established clergy, to the rise of Jeffersonian dem .
Ilaminism had been founded in 1776 by Adam Weishanpt, 2
professor of law ar the University of Ingolstadt. Its reachings
today seem to be no more than another version of Enlighten-
ment rationalism, spiced with an anticlerical animus thar seems
an inevitable response to the reactionary-clerical atmosphere
of eighteenth-cenrury Bavaria. A somewhat naive and uropian
movement which aspired ultimarely to bring the human race
under the rules of reason, it made many converts after 1780
among outstanding dukes and princes of the German startes,
and is reported to have had the allegiance of such men as
Herder, Goethe, and Pestalozzi. Although the order of the
Illuminati was shattered by persecution in its native principal-
ity, its humanitarian rationalism appears to have acquired a
fairly wide influence in Masonic lodges. It is very easy to
believe that it was attractive to some radicals with 2 conspira-
torial cast of mind.

Americans first learned of Illuminism in 1797, from a vel-
ume published m Edinburgh (later reprinted in New York)
under the title Proofs of a Conspiracy Against All the Reli-
gions and Govermments of Europe, carried on in the Secret
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Paxt I: Studies in the American Right
founded, of other conspiracies to kidnap or to hold in false
imprisonment. Within very short order an anti-Masonic party
was making itself felt in the politics of New York State, and
the party soon became national. Bur it is its ideology not its
political history that concerns us here.

As a secret society, Masonry was considered to be a stand-
ing conspiracy against republican government. It was held to
be particularly lisble to treason—for exzmple, Aaron Burr’s
famous conspiracy was alleged to have been conducted by
Masons.® Masonry was also accused of constituting a separare
system of loyalty, 2 separate imperium within the framework
of American and state governments,-inconsistent with joyalty
to them. Quite plausibly it was argued that the Masons had sec
up a jurisdiction of their own, with their own obligations and
punishments, liable to enforcement even by the penalty of
death, Anti-Masons were fascinated by the horrid oaths that
Masons were said to take, invoking terrible reprisals upon
themselves if they should fail in their Masonic obligations.
The conflict between secrecy and democracy was felt to be
s0 basic that other, more imnocent societics, such as Phi Bera
Kappa, also came under atrack.

Since Masons were pledged to come to cach other's aid
under circumstances of distress, and to exvend fraternal indol-
gence at all tdmes, it was held chat the order nullified the
enforcement of regular law. Masonic constables, sheriffs, ju-
ries, judges, and the like would all be in league with Masonic

'lnhsAm-AM:omcRnimHmrmeWatdchugadeep-
uunbe.r:&?tha:‘ﬁhpuvnenuﬁpondmce that conspiracy was
anwdonmtheﬁoyddrebcypbcr,whnhscpmufthn&e_asm

mlhyofakoyalA:cthms obl:g:uuns."hkndM.
Grﬁn Tba Anti-Masonic Pervuasion, enpublished doctoral disserta-
tion, Cornell Umiversity (1950), pp. 627-8.

16



The Paranoid Style in American Politics

criminals and fugitives, The press too was held to have been
so “muzzled” by Masonic editors and proprietors that news of
Masonic malfeasance could be suppressed—which was the
main reason why so shocking a scandal as the Morgan case
had received relatively lirtde publicity. Finally, at a moment
when practically every alleged citadel of privilege in America
was under democratic assanlt, Masonry was held to be a fra-
ternity of the privileged classes, closing business opportunities
and nearly monopobzing political offices, thus shutting out
hardy common citizens of the type the anti-Masonic move-
ment liked to claim for its own.

There may have been certain elements of truth and reality
in these views of Masonry, and many distinguished and re-
sponsible leaders accepted them, at least in part. Not all of
these charges and fears need be dismissed as entirely without
foundadon. What must be emphasized here, however, is the
apocalyptic and absolutist framework in which this hostilicy
to Masonry was usually expressed. Ant-Masons were not
content smply to say that secret societies were rather a bad
idea, David Bernard, in the standard handbook of ant-
Masonic materials, Light on Ma.tmnjr, declared that Free-
masonry was the most dangerous institution that ever was
imposed on man, “an engine of Satan . . . dark, unfruitful,
selfish, demoralizing, blasphemous, mnrderous, anti-republi-
can and anti-Chrisdan.”” One of the many and-Masonic
pulpit orators called the order “a work of darkness because 1t
BEABS DECIDED MARKS OF BEING ONE OF THE CONFEDERATE

? Light on Masonry (Utica, 1B19), Pp. iil, x. The Address of the
United States Anti-Masonic Convention (Philadelphia, 1830) asserted
{p. 17): “The abuses of which we comphin involve the highest crimes
of which man can be guilty, because they indicate the deepest malice,
and the most faral aim, They bespeak the most imminent dinger, be-
cause they have proceeded from 2 conspirscy more numerous and
better organized for mischief, than any other detailed in the records
of man, and yet, though exposed, maintaining frself, in all its mon-
strous power.”
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Paur I: Studies in the American Right
mwmormqmnrm:crmnmum]omw...
WHICH WOULD COMBINE THE WORLD IN ARMS AGAINST
mmomcomummmormcnmrmv;m
BEFORE THE MILLENNIUM.'®

A further aspect of anti-Masonry that is at once arresting
and puzzling to the modern mind is its obsession with the
character of Masonic oaths. Oaths were considered to be
blasphemons, since they were profanations of 2 transaction
with God, and contrary to civil order, since they set ap 2
secret pattern of loyalties inconsistent with normal civil obli-
gations. At the first national anti-Masonic convention 2 com-
mittee spent a great deal of time solemnly demonstrating that
such caths were subversive and could not be regarded as bind-
ing commiunents. Many ant-Masons were particularly fasci-
nated by the penalties invoked if Masons failed to live up to
their obligations, and these penalties were ingeniously and
bloodily imagined. The mark master mason was alleged to call
down upon himself having “my right ear smote off and my
right hand chopped off as an imposter,” in the event of such 2
failare, My own favorite is the oath arributed to a2 royal
arch mason who invired “having my skull smote off, and my
brains exposed to the scorching rays of the sun.”® The san-
guinary characrer of Masonry was also thought to be shown
by the ritual of the lodges, which supposedly required drink-
ing wine from human skulls—this in temperance communities
where drinking wine from any kind of container was consid-
ered a sin.

3 Griffin: op. cit., pp. 37-8.
? Proceedingt of the Uxited States Anti-Masonic Convention .
(Philadelphia, 1830), Bp. 57, s8



The Paranoid Style in American Politics

1Tt

FEar of a Masonic plot had hardly been quieted when
rumors arose of a Catholic plot against American values. One
finds here again the same frame of mind, the same conviction
of a conspiracy against a way of life, but now a different
villain. Of course, the anti-Catholic movement converged
with a growing nativism, and while they were not ideatical,
together they cut snch a wide swath in American life that
they were bound to embrace many moderates to whom the
paranoid style, in its full glory, did not appeal. Moreover, we
need not dismiss out of hand as wholly parochial or mean-
spirited the desire of Yankee Americans to maintain an ethni-
cally and religionsly homogeneous society, nor the particular
Protestant commitments to individualism and freedom that
were brought into play. But the movement had a large para-
noid infusion, and the most influential anti-Catholic militancs
certainly had a strong affinity for the paranoid style.

Two books which appeared in 1835 described the new
danger to the American way of life, and may be taken as
expressions of the anti-Catholic mentality. One, Foreign Con-
spiracy against the Liberties of the United States, was from
the hand of the celebrated painter and inventor of the tele-
graph, S. F. B. Morse, who was the son of Jedidiah Morse, the
ant-Tllominist. “A. conspiracy exists,” Morse proclaimed, and
“its plans are already in operation . . . we are attacked in a
vulnersble quarter which cannot be “defended by our ships,
our forts, or our armies.” In the great war going on in the
Western world between political reaction and ultramontan-
ism on one side and political and religious liberties on the
other, America was a bastion of freedom, and hence an inevi-
table target for popes and despots. The main source of the
conspiracy Morse found in Metternich’s government: “Aus-
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Paxr I: Studies in the American Rigin

tria is now acting in this country. She has devised a grand
scheme. She has organized a great plan for doing something
here. . . . She has her Jesuit missionaries cravelling through the
land; she has supplied them with money, and has furnished a
fountain for a regular supply.™

“It is an ascertained fact,” wrote another Protestant mili-
tant,

that Jesuits are prowling about all parts of the United States
in every possible disguise, expressly to ascertain the sdvantageoes
siteations and modes to disseminare Popery. A minister of the
Gospel from Ohio has informed us that he discovered one carry-
ing on his devices in his congregation; and he says that the
western country swarms with them under the names of pupper
show men, dancing masters, music teachers, peddlers of images
and ornaments, barrel organ players, and similar practitioners.®

Were the plot successful, Morse said, it would not be long
before some scion of the House of Habsburg would be in-
stalled as Emperor of the Unired States. Catholics, working
“with the minds and the funds of .all despotic Furope,” were
the only possible channel of this influence. Ignorant, ill-
educated immigrants, incapable of understanding the institu-
tions of the Unired Scates, would supplement the effores of
wily Jesuit agents. The danger was imminent and must be met
at once. “The serpent has already commenced his coil abourt
our limbs, and the lethargy of his poison is creeping over us.
-« . Is not the enemy already organized in the land? Can we not
puceinaﬂuoundmtheeﬁdmofh'sprwmu’ . We
must awake, or we are lost.”™

Lyman Beecher, the elder of 2 famous family and the father
of Harriet Beecher Stowe, wrote in the same year his Ples for

2 Marse: Foreign Conspiracy . . (Ncw Ym-l:. 1835}, PD. 14, 21.
*Quoted in Ray Allen Bﬂlmgm be Protestant Crusade (New
Ymk. 1938), p. 120,
3 Marse: op. cit., pp. gs-6.
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The Paranoid Style in American Politics

the West, in which he considered the possibility that the
Christian millenniom might come in the American states. Ev-
erything depended, in his judgment, upon what influences
dominated the great West, where the fature of the country
lay. There Protestantism was engaged in a life-or-death
struggle with Catholicism. Time was already running out.
“Whatever we do, it must be done quickly. . . .” A great tide
of immigration, hostile to free institations, was sweeping in
the country, subsidized and sent by “the potentates of

Europe,” multiplying tumult and violence, filling jails, crowd-
ing poorhouses, quadrupling taxation, and sending increasing
thousands of voters to “lay their inexperienced hand upon the
helm of our power.” Well might we believe, said Beecher,
thar Metternich kmew that there would be a party in the
United States willing to hasten the naturalization and enfran-
chisement of these multitudes and demagogues, a party that
would “sell their country into an everlasting bondage.” Even
so much as 2 tenth of the voting population, “condensed and
wielded by the Catholic powers of Europe, might decide onr
elections, perplex our policy, inflame and divide the nation,
breakthebondofourumon,andthrowdownourfreemsu
tutions.™ Beecher did not approve violations of the. civil
rights of Catholics or the burning of convents, but he urged
Protestants to a greater militancy and solidarity to fend off a
fare that might be waiting for them in a not very distane
future.

Anti-Catholicism has always been the pornography of the
Puritan. Whereas the anti-Masons had imagined wild
bouts and had entertained themselves with fantasies about the
actual enforcement of gristy Masonic oaths, the anti-Catholics
developed an immense Jore about libertine priests, the confes-
sional as an opporrunity for seduction, licentions convents

*Lyman Beecher: Plea for the Went (Cincinnati, 1835), pp. 47,
62-3.

2r



Pazt I: Studies in the American Right

and monasteries, and the like. Probably the most widely read
contemporary book in the United States before Uncle Tom'’s
Cabin was 3 work supposedly written by one Maria Mank,
entitled Awful Disclosures, which appeared in 1836. The au-
thor, who purported to have escaped from the Hotel Dien
nannery in Montreal after a residence of five years as novice
and nun, reported her convent life there in elaborate and
c:rcumstanua]detaﬂ.Shermlledhmgbeentoldbythe

Mother Superior that she mrust “obey the priests in all things”;
to her “utter astonishment and horror,” she soon found what
the natare of such obedience was. Infants born of convent
liaisons were baptized and then killed, she said, so that they
might ascend at once to heaven. A high point in the Awful
Disclosures was Maria Monk’s eyewitmess account of the
of two babies. Her book, hotly attacked and as
hotly defended, continued to be read and believed even after
her mother, a Protestant living near Montreal, gave testimony
thar Maria had been somewhat addled ever since childhood
when she had rammed a pencil into her head. It was, indeed,
read and believed by a dwindling audience even when poor
Maria produced a fatbzrlm child two years after the ap-
_pearance of her book. She died in prison in 1849, after having

been arrested in a2 brothel as a pickpocket.®

Anti-Catholicism, like anti-Masonry, mixed its fortunes
with American party politics. To trace its political career
would rake us too far afield, but it did become an enduring
factor in American politics. The American Protective Asso-
cigtion of the 18g0’s revived it with ideological variations
more suirable to the times—the depression of 1893, for ex-
ample, was alleged to be an intentional creation of the Catho-
lics, who began it by starting a run on the banks. Some

S Mariz Monk: Adwful Disclonnres (New York, 1836; facsimile ed.,
Hamden, Conn,, 196z); see R. A, Billington's introduction to the 1962
ediuanandhsmntm The Protestant Crusade, pp. 9o~t08.
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The Paranoid Style in American Politics
spokesmen of the movement circulated a bogus encyclical
atuibuted to Leo XIII instructing American Catholics on a
certain date in 1893 to exterminate all heretics, and a great
many anti-Catholics daily expected a nation-wide uprising.
The myth of an impending Catholic war of mutilation and
extermination of heretics persisted into the twentieth century.®

IV

Ir WE Now TARE the long jump to the contemporary right
wing, we find some rather important differences from the
nineteenth-centary movements. The spokesman of those
earlier movements felt that they stood for causes and personal
types that were still in possession of their country—that
they were fending off threats to a still well-established way
of life in which they played an important part. But the mod~
ern right wing, asDamelBe]lhasput:t,' feels
America has been largely taken away from them and thur
kind, though they are determined to try to repossess it and to
prevent the final destructive act of subversion. The old Amer-
ican virtues have already been eaten away by cosmopolitans
and intellectuals; the old competitive capitalism has been
gradoally undermined by socialist and communist schemers;

$John Higham: Strangers in the Land (New Brumswick, N.J.
lqss).pp 81, 85, 180. Higham, studying Henry F. Bowers, a leader of
this larer phase of and-Catholicism, finds ammddmgadwnhcon-
stant excitement and given to rigid categorical judgments,” moving
“n a world of suspicion and imagined danger. Here 2 single hastile
force explained the uivial evems of daily experience, while a sense of
grandeuvr and dmymdﬂwmss!emm Everywbgre
Bowers saw evidence of the machinations of a2 foreign ecclesisstical
eo:spuacyendowedwntbmnense > “The Mind of & Nativise:
Hen;'yFBUWsmdﬂ:eA.P.A Mmowmly,w(smns
1953), 2t

;"Tl:eDlspmmd, " in Danie] Bell (¢d.): The Redical Righs (New
York, 1063), pp. 1-38.
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Panrr I: Studies in the American Right

the old natonal security and independence have been de-
stroyed by treasonous plots, having as their most powerful
agents not merely outsiders and foreigners but major states-
men seated at the very centers of American power. Their
predecessors discovered foreign conspiracies; the modern rad-
ical right finds thar conspiracy also embraces betrayal at
home.

Important changes may be traced to the effects of the
mass mediz. The villains of the modern right are much more
vivid than those of their paranoid predecessors, much better
kmown to the public; the contemporary literature of the para-
noid style is by the same token richer and more circumstantial
in personal description and personal invective. For the vaguely
delineated villains of the and-Masons, far the obscure and
disguised Jesuit agents, the litde-known papal delegates of
the anti-Catholics, for the shadowy international bankers of
the monetary conspiracies, we may now substitute eminent
public figures like Presidents Roosevelt, Truman, and Fisen-
hower, Secretaries of State like Marshall, Acheson, and Dulles,
justices of the Supreme Court like Frankfurter and Warren,
and the whole battery of lesser but sull famous and vivid
conspirators headed by Alger Hiss.®

Events since 1939 have given the contemporary right-wing
paranoid a vast theater for his imagination, full of rich and
proliferating detail, replete with realistic clues and undeniable
proofs of the validity of his views. The theater of acdon is
now the entire world, and he can draw on not only the events
of the Second World War but those of the Korean War and
the cold war. Any historian of warfare knows thar it is in
good part a comedy of errors and a museum of incompetence;
but if for every error and every act of incompetence one can

8The appeal of the conspirarorial conception of power is brilliandy
and economically ser sgainst is historicsl background by Edward
Slub The Tonnmtof Secrecy (Glencoe, Hi., 1956), esp. Ch. 1.
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The Paranoid Seyle in American Politics

substitute an act of treason, we can see how many points of
fascinating mterpretanon are open to the paranoid imagina-
don: treason in high places can be found at almost every
turning—and in the end the real mystery, for one who reads
the primary works of paranoid scholarship, is not how the
United States has been brought to its present dangerous posi-
tion, but how it has managed to survive at all.

The basic elements of contemporary right-wing thought
can be reduced to three: First, there has been the now familiar
sustained conspiracy, running over more than a generation,
and reaching its climax in Roosevelt's New Deal, to under-
mine free capitalism, to bring the economy under the direc-
tion of the federal government, and to pave the way for so-
cialism or communism. Details might be open to argument
among right-wingers, but many would agree with Frank
Chodorov, the author of The Income Tax: The Root of All
Evil} that this campaign began with the passage of the in-
come tax amendment to the Constitution in 1913.

The second contention is that top government officialdom
has been so infiltrated by Communists that American policy,

* New York, 1954, esp. Ch. 5. For a good brief smnmary of the his-
tory of this elleged conspiracy, see Chesly Manly: The T'wenty-Year
Rwobwou From Roosevelt to Eirenbower (Chicago, 1954), which
mallaspectsddx“mohum and finds in the United Natons
: )Wmﬂmdaﬁm&mmmﬂ
mddmucpolmddenmdSutu.mbvmrhe
Oonsutuuon,audmblshamhnmuwuuy A more recent and
much more widely read work, particularly popular in the Goldwater
movement, is Phyllic Schisfly’s 4 Cheice Not an Echo. (Alton, 1L,
1954), which waces the wark of » small group of “secret kingmakers”
in New York who have controlled the sffairs of the Repoblican parry
ﬁm:g;émrmmauthorhdnmdmkepubhmhansomy
issues on their side that (pp. 23, 25—6) “there is no way Republicans
can passibly lose s0 long as we bave g presidemtial comdidate who
campaigns on the issues™ Hawem-.dryhanlostfournn]urp:m-
denria] campaigns becaose “a smal]l group of secrer
h:ddenpumdusmdpsychdogndwufnewchmqmmpum
the Republican Nstonal Cogvention to nominste csodidates who
would sidestep or suppress che key issues” A more substantial con-
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Paxt I: Studies in the American Right

at least since the days leading up to Pearl Harbor, has been
dominated by sinister men who were shrewdly and consist-
ently selling out American national interests.

The final contention is that the country is infused with a
network of Communist agents, just as in the old days it was
infiltrated by Jesuit agents, so thar the whole apparatus of
educadon, religion, the press, and the mass media are engaged
in 3 common effort to paralyze the resistance of loyal Ameri-
cans.

The details of the modern right-wing case are beyond the
scope of any brief discussion. Perhaps the most representative
document of its McCarthyist phase was a long indictment of
Secretary of State George C. Marshall, delivered in the Senate
on June 14, 1951, by Senator McCarthy, and later published
in a somewhat different form as America’s Retreat from Vic-
tory: The Story of George Catlett Marsball. McCarthy pic-
tared Marshall as the focal figure in a betrayal of American
interests stretching in time from the strategic plans for the
Second World War to the formulation of the Marshall Plan.
Marshall was associated with practically every American fail-
ureordefw:,McCanhymsxsned,andnoncofﬂuswas due to
either accident or incompetence. There was a “baffling pat-
tern” of Marshall’s interventions in the war: “His decisions,
maintained with great stubbornness and skill, always and in-
variably serv[ed] the world policy of the Kremlin.” Under

terious revolutionary group .
‘pnus’mftwmmber bu:d::yuzrtfanm:cmdmgwm—
menr, financia) circles, the press, unions, schoals, etc.”
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his guidance there was conducted at the end of the war “what
appeared to be a planned loss of the peace.”” Marshall’s report
on his mission to China cannot be understood as the product
of incompetence, but appears persuasive and brilliant when it
is read as “a propaganda document in behalf of other interests,
another country and civilization.” Marshall and Acheson
were intent on delivering China to Russia. The Marshall Plan
was “an evil hoax on the generosity, good will and careless-
ness of the American people.” And, above all, the sharp de-
cline in America’s relative strength from 1945 to 1951 did not
“just happen,” it was “brought about, step by step, by will
and intendion,” the consequence not of mistakes but of a trea-
sonoas conspiracy, “a conspiracy on 2 scale so immense as to
any previous such venture in the history of man.” The
ultimate aim of this conspiracy was “that we shall be con-
tained and frustrated and finally fall victim ro Sovict intrigue
from within and Russizn military might from without.”™
Today the mantle of McCarthy has fallen on the retired
candy manufacturer Robert H. Welch, Jr,, who is less stra-
tegically placed but whose well-organized following in the
John Birch Society has had a strong influence. A few years
ago Welch proclaimed that “Communist influences are now
in almost complete control of our Federal Government”—
note the care and scrupulousness of that “almost.” He has
offered a full-scale interpretation of our recent history in
which Communists figure at every turn: They started a run
on American banks in 1933 that forced their closure; they
contrived the recognition of the Soviert Union by the United
States in the same year, just in time to save the Soviets from
economic collapse; they have stirred up the fuss over segrega-
tion; they have taken over the Sopreme Court and made it
“one of the most important agencies of Communism.” They

1 Joseph R, McCarthy: America’s Retreat from Victory (New York,
1951), PP- 54, 66, 130, 141, 156, 168, 160, 171
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Paxr I: Studies in the American Righs
are winning the struggle for control in “the press, the pulpit,
the radio and televimon media, the labor unions, the schools,
the courts, and the legislative halls of America.”

Close attention to history wins for Mr. Welch an insight
inro affairs that is given to few of us. “For many reasons and
after a lot of study,” he wrote some years ago, “I personally
believe [John Foster] Dulles 1o be a Communist agent.”
Other apparently innocent figures are similarly nnmasked.
The job of Professor Arthur F. Burns as the head of Eisen-
howcr's Council of Economic Advisers quite probably was
“merely a coverup for Burns’ liaison work between Eisen-
hower and some of his bosses in the Establishment.” Eisen-
hower’s brother Milton was “actually [his] superior and boss
within the whole Lefrwing Establishment.” As for Eisen-
hower himself, Welch characterized him, in words that have
made the candy manufacturer famous, as “a dedicated, con-
scious agent of the Communist conspiracy”’—a conclusion, he
added, “based on an accumulation of detailed evidence so ex-
tensive and so palpable that it seems to put this conviction
beyond any reasonable doubt.”*

The views for which Mr. Welch carefally gathers “de-
tailed evidence” are expressed with less scholarly responsibil-
ity by a small bur vocal segment of the public. Recently Re-
publican Senator Thomas R. Kuchel, the minority whip of
the Senate, revealed that of the 60,000 letters he receives each
month, about 20 per cent may be classified as what he calls
“fright mail”—indignant or anguished letrers about “the latest
PLOT!! o OVERTHROW America!!!” The imagination
of his correspondents is feverishly at work:

2The Politicimm (Bellmnt.Mﬂ-.lﬁ;).pp 12z, 213, 229. Quota-
tions from Welch vary slightdy becsnse his incredible diatribe against
anhmwsmod:ﬁedmhmedmmdthnhwk—fmmpk.
Eisenhower was larer described s (p. 291) “cither a willing agent, or
an integral and important pare of a conspiracy of gangsters determined
o rule the world at any cost.™ Welch's views are ably summarized by
Alan Westin, fram 3 different version of the text, in “The John Birch
Sociery,” in Daniel Bell (ed): op. cit, pp. 209-6.
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Some of the more memorable “plots” that come to mind in-
clude these: 35,000 Communist Chinese troops bearing arms and
wearing deceptively dyed powder-blue umiforms, are poised on
the Mexican border, sbout to invade San Diego; the Unired
States has arned over—or will at any moment—its Army, Navy
and Air Force to the command of 2 Russian colonel in the
United Nations; almost every well-known American or free-
world leader is, in reality, 2 top Communisc agent; &+ United
States Army guerilla-warfare exercise in Georgia, called Water
Moccasin I11, is in actuality 2 United Nations operation prepara-
tory to taking over our country.?

Vv

Ler us Now aBstract the basic elements in the paranoid
style. The central image is that of a vast and sinister con-
spiracy, 2 gigantic and yet sabtle machinery of influence set in
motion to undermine and destroy a way of life. One may
object that there are conspiratorial acts in history, and there is
nothing parmoid about taking note of them. This is true. All
polivical behavior requires strategy, many strategic acts de-
pend for their effect upon 2 period of secrecy, and anything
that is secret may be described, often with bur little exaggera-
tion, as conspiratorial. The distinguishing thing abour the
paranoid style is not that its exponents see conspiracies or
plots here and there in history, but that they regard a “vast”
or “gigantic” comspitacy as the motive force in historical
events. History is a con?:racy, set in motion by demonic
forces of almost transcendent power, and what is felr to be
needed to defeat it is not the usual methods of political give-
and-take, but an all-out crusade. The paranoid spokesman sees
the fate of this conspiracy in apocalyptic terms—he traffics in
the birth and death of whole worlds, whole political orders,
whole systems of human values. He s always manning the

3The New York Times, July 21, 1963, VI, p. 6.
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barricades of civilizadon. He constandy lives at a tarning
point: it is now or never in organizing resistance to con-
spiracy. Time is forever just running out. Like religious mil-
lenarians, he expresses the anxiety of those who are living
through the last days and he is sometimes disposed to set a
dare far the apocalypse. “Time is running out,” said Welch in
1951. “Evidence is piling up on many sides and from many
sources that October 1942 is the fatal month when Stalin
will attack.” The apocalypticism of the paranoid style runs
dangerously near to hopeless pessimism, but usually stops
short of it. Apocalyptic wamnings arouse passion and mili-
wancy, and strike at susceptibility to similar themes in Chris-
tianity. Properly expressed, such wamings serve somewhat
the same functon as a description of the horrible conse-
quences of sin in a revivalist ssrmon: they portray that which
impends bur which may still be avoided. They are a secular
and demonic version of adventism.

As 2 member of the avant-garde who is capable of perceiv-

* May God Forgive Us (Chicago, 1952), p. 73. Dr. Fred C. Schwarz
of the Christhn Anti-Communism Crusade is more circomspect. In
his Jectures he sers the year 1973 25 the dste for the Communists to
adnenemndofthewwld,zfdzymnutstopped.Mostcon—
tempogary paranoid spokesmen speak of 3 “Cornmunist timetable,” of
whoufomlhu:hyq&mmmhwmhowledge.
Probably the most spectacular American instance of such adventism
is the case of William Miller, who flourished in New York in the
lhoaMMMahed&mmmm
preoccupied with millenarian prophecies, and made caleularions which
md:uudth:&mwmﬂmuﬁmm;&;.mdthenwm

advenm. ‘ i
AnouhhqmluyinMiﬂu’sw:ﬂ:wzsdunswouﬂylchcalmd
symancchanmoi demonstrations, as was his militant opposi-
Mamty Cartholicism, gsnd other sedoctions. His Leutenanrs
fd]owus. . Whitmey Cross bas remarked, “found the world
qudmhmﬂamscmpgandmﬁdehty,lddauy,Rm
sectarianiam, seduction, fraud, murder, and duels all waxing sironger.”

30



The Paranoid Style in American Politics

ing the conspiracy before it is fully obvions to an as yet un-
aroused public, the paranoid is a militant leader. He does not
see social conflict as something to be mediated and compro-
mised, in the manner of the working politician. Since what is
at stake js always a conflict becween absolute good and abso-
lute evil, the quality needed is not 2 willingness to compromise
but the will to fight things out to a finish. Nothing but com-
plete victory will do. Since the enemy is thought of as being
totally evil and totally unappeasable, he mnust be votally elimi-
nated—if not from the world, at least from the theater of
operations to which the paranoid directs his attention.® This
demand for unqualified victories leads to the formulation of
hopelessly demanding and unrealistic goals, and since these
goals are not even remotely attainable, failere constandly
heightens the paranoid’s frustration. Even partial success
leaves him with the same sense of powerlessness with which
he began, and this in tumn only strengthens his awareness of
the vast and terrifying quality of the enemy he opposes.

This enemy is clearly delmeated: he is 2 perfect model of
malice, a2 kind of amoral superman: sinister, ubiquitous, pow-

Crouargmdm&wMﬂlememovmtwunotsofufm:be
meinstream of American Protestantism as some mighe think: “The
Mﬂmmubedmda:gnmrh:mh’buumn&m-
tiersmen, impoverished victims of economic change, or bypnocdzed
followers of 2 maniac thrown into prominence by freak coincidences,
when the whole of American Protestantior came so very close to the
same beliefs. Tlmrdmw:sdnlmulabmhudfmdamenulm
orthodoxy, 28 perfectionism was the exmeme of revivaliem, .
&mmﬁmw&dmab@t:ﬁqynﬂmm&m
the orthodox side took mmy serious isswe on basic principles with
Miller’s calculations.” The Burned-Over Disrrier (Ithaca, N.Y,, 1950),
pp. 320—1; see Ch. 17 for 2 good acconnt of the Millerite movement.
For the story of an interesring contemporary prophetic eult and
some sober reflections on the powerfol resistance of orue believers to
overwhelming disconfirmation, see L. Fesdnger, H. W. Riecken, znd
S. Schachter: When Propbecy Fails (Minneapolis, 1946).
5“The systems are diametrically opposed: one must and will ex-
rerminate the odwr.” Edward Beecher: The Papal Comspivacy Ex-
posed and Protestantisme Defended (Boston, 1855), P. 29.
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erfu]. cruel, sensual, luxury-lovmg Unlike the rest of us, the
enemy is not caughe in the toils of the vast mechanism of
history, himself 2 victim of his past, his desires, his limitations.
He is a free, active, demonic agent. He wills, indeed he manu-
factures, the mechanism of history himself, or deflects the
normal course of history in an evil way. He makes crises,
starts runs on banks, causes depressions, manufactures disas-
ters, and then enjoys and profits from the misery he has pro-
duced. The paranoid’s interpretation of history is in this sense
distinctly personal: decisive events are not taken as part of the
stream of history, but as the consequences of someone’s will.
Very often the enemy is held to possess some especially effec-
tive source of power: he controls the press; he directs the
public mind through * news”; he has unlimited
funds; he has a new secret for influencing the mind (brain-
washing); he has a special technique for seduction (the Catho-
lic confessional); he is gaining a stranglehold on the educa-
tional

This enemy seems to be on many counts a projection of the
self: both the ideal and the unacceptable aspects of the self are
attributed to him. A fundamental paradox of the parancid
style is the imitation of the enemy. The enemy, for example,
may be the cosmopolitan intellecrual, but the parancid will
outdo him in the apparatus of scholarship, even of pedantry.
Senator McCarthy, with his heavily documented tracts and
his show of information, Mr. Welch with his accumulations
of irresistible evidence, John Robison with his labarious study
of documents in 2 language he but poorly used, the and-
Masons with their endlessly painstaking discussions of Ma-
sonic ritaal—all these offer a kind of implicit compliment to
their opponents, Secret organizations set up to combat secret
organizations give the same flacery. The Ku Kiux Klan imi-
tated Catholicism to the point of donning priestly vestments,
developing an elaborate ritual and an equally elaborate hier-
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archy. The John Birch Society emulates Communist cells and
quasi-secret operation through “front” groups, and preaches a
ruthless prosecution of the ideological war along lines very
similar to those it finds in the Communist enemy. Spokesmen
of the various Christian anti-Communist “crusades” openly
express their admiration for the dedication, discipline, and
strategic ingenuity the Communist cause calls forth.®

David Brion Davis, in 2 remarkable essay on pre-Civil War
“counter-sgbversive” movements, has commented on the
manner in which the nineteenth-century nativist unwittingly
fashioned himself after his enemy:

As the nativist searched for participation in a noble cause,
for uniry in 2 group sancvioned by tradition and authority, he
professed 3 belief in democracy and equal rights. Yer in his very
zalforfmdomhecmomlymmedmuyofthechmcmn-
tics of the imagined enemy. By condemning the subversive’s
fapatical allegiance to an ideology, he affirmed 2 similarly un-
critical acceptance of 3 different ideology; by attacking the
subversive’s intolerance of dissent, he worked to elitninate dissent
and diversity of opinion; by censuring the subversive for alleged
licentiousness, he engaged in sensval fantasies; by criticizing the
sobversive’s loyalty to an organization, he sought to prove hix
unconditional loyalty to the esublished order. The nativist
moved even farther in the direction of his enemies when he
formed tightly-knit societies and parties which were often secret
and which subordinated the individual to the single purpose of
the group. Though the nativists generally sgreed that the worst

¢This has now becomre a fashiousble trend in mofe respectable
quarters. Stephen Shadegg, kmown for his snccess in Senaror Gold-
warer’s senacarial campaigns, wrires: “Mao Tse-tung . . . has written
avdmblebookonthet:cduofmﬁhmon.lnnhem ‘Give me
;nsmathmmmavﬂlagemdlwﬂluhthevﬂhge In the
Goldwater campzigns of 1952 and 1958 and in all other campaigns
where I have served 35 a consultant | have followed the advice of
Mzo Tse-rang.” How 20 Win an Election (New York, 1964), p. 106,
‘Writing sbour cold-war smategy, Goldwarer himself declares: “1
wouldsuggstdmwe:mlyzeandcopydumgyofﬂxemy
theirs has worked and ours has noe.” Why Not Victory? (New York,

-
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evil of subversives was their subordination of means to ends,
they themselves recommended the most radical means to purge
the nation of eroublesome groups and to enfarce unquestioned
loyaly to the state.?

Much of the function of the enemy lies not in what can be
imitated but in what can be wholly condemned. The sexual
freedom often attributed to him, his lack of moral inhibition,
his possession of especially effective techniques for fulfilling
his desires, nge exponeats of the paranoid style an opporwu-
nity to- project and freely express unacceptable aspects of
their own minds. Priests and Mormon patriarchs were com-
monly thought to have especial attraction for women, and
hence licentous privilege. Thus Catholics and Mormons—
later Negroes and Jews—lent themselves to a preoccupation
with illicit sex. Very often the fantasies of true believers serve
as strong sado-masochistic ountlets, vividly expressed, for ex-
ample, in the concern of anti-Masons with the alleged cruely
of Masonic punishments. Concerning this phenomenon, Davis
remarks:

Masons disemboweled or slit the throats of their victms;
Catholics cur unborn infanrs from their mothers’ wombs and
threw them to the dogs before their parentss’ eyes; Mormons
raped and lashed recalcitrant women, or seared their mouths
with red-hot irons. This obsession with details of sadism, which

reached pathologicsl proportions in pmch of the liverature,
showed 2 furious determination to purge the enemy of every

admirable quality.®
Another recurring aspect of the paranoid style is the special

significance that attaches to the figure of the renegade from
the enemy cause. The anti-Masonic movement seemed at

T"David Brion Davis: “Soame Themes of Counter-Subversion: An
Analysis of Anti-Masonic, Antd-Catholic, and Anti-Mormon Litera-
cure,” Misdissippi Valley Historical Review, XLVII (September 1960),
213.

8Ihid, p. a21.
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times to be the creation of ex-Masons; it cerrainly attached
the highest significance and gave the most unqualified credu-
lity to their revelations. Similarly anti-Catholicism used the
runaway nun and the apostate priest, anti-Mormonism the ex-
wife from the harem of polygamy; the avant-garde anu-
Communist movements of our time use the ex-Communist. In
some part the special authority accorded the renegade derives
from the obsession with secrecy so characterisic of sach
movements: the renegade is the man or woman who has been
in the secret world of the enemy, and brings forth with him
or her the final verification of suspicions which might other-
wise have been doubted by a skeptical world. But I think
there is a deeper eschatological significance attached to
the person of the renegade: in the spiritnal wrestling match
between good and evil which is the paranoid’s archetypal
mode} of the world struggle, the renegade is living proof that
all the conversions are not made by the wrong side. He brings
with him the promise of redemption and victory.

In contemporary right-wing movements a particularly im-
portant part has been played by ex-Communists who have
moved rapidly, though not without anguish, from the para-
noid left to the paranoid right, clinging all the while to the
fundamentally Manichean psychology that underlies both.
Such authorities on communism remind one of those ancient
converts from paganism to Christianity of whom it is told that
upon their conversion they did not entirely cease to believe in
their old gods but converted them into demons.

A final aspect of the paranoid style is related to that quality
of pedantry to which I have already referred. One of the
impressive things abour parancid literature is precisely the
elaborate concern with demonstration it almost invariably
shows. One should not be misled by the fantastic conclusions
that are so characteristic of this political style into imagining
that it is not, so to speak, argued out along factunal lines. The
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very fantastic character of its conclusions leads to heraic striv-
ings for “evidence” to prove that the unbelievable is the only
thing that can be believed. Of course, there are highbrow,
lowbrow, and middlebrow paranoids, as there are likely to be
in any political tendency, and paranoid movements from the
Middle Ages onward have had a magnetic attraction for demi-
intellectuals. Bnt respectable paranocid literarare not only
starts from certain moral commitments that can be justified to
many non-paranoids but also carefully and all but obsessively
accumulates “evidence.” Paranoid writing begins with certain
defensible judgments. There was something to be said for the
anti-Masons. After all, a secret society composed of influential
men bound by special obligations could conceivably pose
some kind of threar to the civil order in which they were
suspended. There was also something to be said far the Prot-
estant principles of individuality and freedom, as well as for
the nadvist desire to develop in North America a2 homoge-
neous civilizaton. Again, in our time innumerable decisions of
the Second World War and the cold war can be fanlted, and
it is easy for the suspicious to believe that such decisions are
not simply the mistakes of well-meaning men but the plans of
traitors.

The typical procedure of the higher paranoid scholarship is
to start with such defensible assumptions and with a careful
accumulation of facts, or ar least of what appear to be facts,
and to marshal these facts toward an overwhelming “proof”
of the particular conspiracy that is to be established. It is
nothing if not coherent—in fact, the parancid mentality is far
more coherent than the real world, since it leaves no room for
mistakes, failures, or ambiguities. It is, if not wholly rational,
at least intensely rationalistic; it believes that it is up against an
enemy who is as infallibly rational as he is cotally evil, and it
seeks to match-his imputed total competence with its own,
leaving nothing unexplained and comprehending all of reality
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in one overreaching, consistent theory. It is nothing if not
“scholarly” in technique. McCarthy’s 96-page pamphlet Mc-
Cartbyism contains no less than 313 footnote references, and
Mr. Welch’s fantastic assauit on Fisenhower, The Politician,
is weighed down by a hundred pages of bibliography and
notes. The entire right-wing movement of our time is 2 pa-
rade of experts, study groups, monographs, foomotes, and
bibliographies. Sometimes the right-wing striving for schol-
arly depth and an inclusive world view has startling conse-
quences: Mr, Welch, for example, has charged that the popu-
larity of Amold Toynbee’s historical work s the consequence
of a plot on the part of Fabians, “Labour Party bosses in
England,” and various members of the Anglo-American “lib-
eral establishment” to overshadow the much more truthful
and illuminating work of Oswald Spengler.?

What distinguishes the parancid style is not, then, the 2b-
sence of verifiable facts (though it is occasionally true that in
his extravagant passion for facts the paranou'l oomsxonally
manufactures them), bat rather the curious leap in
tion that is always made at some critical point in the recital of
events. John Robison’s tract on the Illuminati followed 2 pat-
tern that has been repeated for over a century and a2 half. For
page after page he patiently records the details he has been
able to accumulate about the history of the Bluminati. Then,
suddenly, the French Revolution has taken place, and the
Mluminati have brought it about. What is missing is not vera-
cious information zbout the organization, but sensible judg-
ment about what can cavse 2 revolution. The plausibility the
paranoid style has for those who find it plausible lies, in good
measure, in this appearance of the most careful, conscientious,
and seemingly coherent application to detail, the laboriouns
accumulation of what can be taken as convincing evidence for
the most fantastic conclusions, the careful preparation for the

3 The Biue Book of the Jobn Birch Society (np- 1961}, PpP. 42-3.
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big leap from the undeniable to the unbelievable. The singular
thing about all this laborious work is that the passion for
factnal evidence does not, as in most intellectual exchanges,
have the effect of putting the paranoid spokesman into effec-
tive two-way communication with the world outside his
group—least of all with those who doubt his views. He has
lirtle real hope that his evidence will convince a hostile world.
His effort to amass it has rather the quality of a defensive act
which shuts off his receptive apparatus and protects him from
having to artend to disturbing considerations thar do not
fortify his ideas. He has all the evidence he needs; he is not a
receiver, he is a transmitter.

Since I have drawn so heavily on American examples, I
would like to emphasize again that the paranoid style is an
international phenomenon. Nor is it confined to modern
times. Studying the millennial sects of Europe from the elev-
enth to the sixteenth century, Norman Cohn finds, in his bril-
liant book The Pursuit of the Millenmium, a persistent psy-
chological complex that closely resembles what 1 have been
considering—a style made up of cerrain marked preoccupa-
tions and fantasies: “the megalomanic view of oneself as the
Elect, wholly good, abominzbly persccuted yet assured of
ultimate triumph; the attribution of gigantic and demonic
powers to the adversary; the refusal to accept the ineluctable
hmirations and imperfections of human existence, such as
transience, dissention, conflict, fallibility whether intellectaal
or moral; the obsession with inerrable prophecies . . . systema-
tized misinterpretations, always gross and often grotesque . . .
ruthlessness directed towards an end which by its very nature
cannot be realised—towards a total and final solution such as
cannot be atrained at any actual time or in any concrete situa-
don, but only in the timeless and autistic realm of phantasy.”™

1Tbe Pursuit of the Millemmium (London, 19;7) PP- 309-10; see
also pp. §8-74. In the Middle Ages millenarianism flourished among
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The recurrence of the paranoid style over a long span of
time and in different places suggests that 2 mentality disposed
to see the world in the paranoid’s way may always be present
in some considerable minority of the population. But the fact
that movements employing the paranoid style are not con-
stant but come in saccessive episodic waves suggests that the
paranoid disposition is mobilized into action chiefly by social
conflicts that involve ultimate schemes of values and that
bring fundamental fears and hatreds, rather than negotable
interests, into political action. Catastrophe or the fear of catas-
trophe is most likely to elicit the syndrome of paranoid rhet-
oric.

In American experienice, ethnic and religious conflicts, with
their threat of the submergence of whole systems of values,
have plainly been the major focus for militant and suspicious
minds of this sort, but elsewhere class conflicts have also
mobilized such energies. The parancid tendency is aroused by
a confrontation of opposed interests which are (or are felt to
be) torally irreconcilable, and thus by nature not susceptible
to the normal political processes of bargain and compromise.
The situation becomes worse when the representatives of 2
particular political interest—perhaps because of the very un-
realistic and unrealizable nature of their demands—cannot
make themselves felt in the political process. Feeling that they
have no access to political bargaining or the making of deci-
sions, they find their original conception of the world of
power as omnipotent, sinister, and malicious fully confirmed.
They see only the consequences of power—and this through
distorting lenses—and have litde chance to observe its actual

the poor, the oppressed, and the hopeless. In Anglo-American, experi-
ence, 23 Samael Shepperson has observed, such movements have never
been confined ro thece classes, but have had 2 mare solid middle-class
foundation. “The Comparative Study of Millenariin Movements,” in
S;hianmw(d.):mmemhdcﬁm(mm
1961), DP. 49~53.
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machinery, L. B. Namier once said thet “the crowning attin-
ment of historical study” is to achieve “an intuitive sense of
how things do not happen.™ It is precisely this kind of aware-
ness that the paranoid fails to develop. He has a special resist-
ance of his own, of course, to such awareness, but circum-
stances often deprive him of exposure to events that might
enfighten him. We are all sufferers from history, but the
paranoid is a double sufferer, since he is afflicred not only by
the real world, with the rest of us, but by his fantasies as well

3L. B. Namier: “History,” in Friz Stern (ed.): The Varieties of
History (New York, 1956), p. 375-
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